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The new development provides 235 high 
quality homes within seven apartment build-
ings, two of which are constructed from Sto-
ra Enso FSC certified Cross Laminated Tim-
ber (CLT). Designed by multi-award winning 
architect De Rijke Marsh Morgan (dRMM) 
and installed by specialist timber engineer 
Eurban, Trafalgar Place is the flagship of the 
overall Elephant and Castle regeneration 
which in total will provide 5,000 new and 
replacement homes along with a pedestri-
anised town centre and market square, new 
public transport hub and five green open 
spaces. 

The CLT used at Trafalgar Place was man-

ufactured at Stora Enso’s Ybbs Mill which, 
along with its sister facility Bad St Leonards 
Mill, offers both FSC and PEFC certification.  
CLT was specified for the development as 
a means of providing a sustainable housing 
solution and to limit the long term environ-
mental impact of the development, both of 
which were key considerations for Lend-
lease and dRMM. Other considerations 
which contributed to the specification of 
CLT included the onsite benefits of prefab-
rication, accuracy, speed and ease of erec-
tion and enhanced thermal and air tightness 
performance. Building with CLT also result-
ed in a clean and tidy site, pleasant work-
place and the prefabricated panels cut to 

factory tolerances allowed for high quality 
finishing. 

At an urban level, Trafalgar Place seeks to 
reconnect the adjacent neighbourhood by 
reinserting an historic street pattern through 
the centre of the site. Paragon Walk is a pe-
destrianised thoroughfare that connects the 
surrounding community and around which 
the rest of the development is arranged. 
Seven apartment buildings are arranged 
across the site, with a stepping massing that 
takes reference from the various heights of 
the surrounding context. 

Lendlease the leading international integrated property and infrastructure group behind some of London’s largest and most exciting mixed-
use regeneration projects such as The International Quarter, has recently completed Trafalgar Place as the 1st phase of the London Borough 
of Southwark’s £3bn Elephant and Castle regeneration.
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Taller buildings are located to the north-west 
of the site and at the south as a place marker 
to the southern entrance to the masterplan. 
The development is characterised by its set-
ting in an established landscape. The design 
and siting of the buildings allows for exist-
ing trees to be maintained wherever possi-
ble and in total 46% of the ground level is 
provided as publicly accessible landscape 
which is divided into a number of charac-
ter areas including a woodland walk to the 
north, café spill-out seating to the south and 
a quiet reflection garden opposite the vicar-
age to the east. 

Innovative features at Trafalgar Place include 
the extensive SUDS system which collects 
rainwater from the roofs of the buildings 
and stores it within a blue roof system on 
a raised communal terrace. This collected 
water can be used for irrigation or drained 
through a fountain into a water feature be-
fore finally filtrating into the groundwater via 
a swale that lines one side of Paragon Walk, 
the central pedestrian thoroughfare.  Exter-
nally, the façade brickwork of the CLT con-
structed buildings is designed to reference 
the surrounding context. In total nine brick 
types are used and arranged in a graduating 
pattern that mimics the material colours of 
the adjacent Peabody Estate buildings on 
Rodney Road.  

Situated in the very heart of London, Ele-
phant and Castle is home to a large and 
diverse community. The area started life 
as two prosperous villages, Walworth and 
Newington, and by the 1890s had become 
known as ‘the Piccadilly Circus of South 
London’ boasting many of the City’s major 
music hall theatres and attracting leading 
performers of the times. However, follow-
ing the Second World War much of the area 
lay in ruins and subsequent rebuilding was 
of poor quality comprising huge imperson-
al structures such as the shopping centre, 
Heygate Estate and the Northern Round-
about which left it struggling to adapt and 
grow. The masterplan for the redevelopment 
of the Heygate Estate aims to restore the 
area to its former glory as a thriving, desira-
ble place to live and visit. 

Stora Enso’s CLT (Cross Laminated Tim-
ber) is a solid wood construction product 
consisting of at least three bonded sin-
gle-layer panels arranged at right angles 
to each other. From five layers, CLT can 
also include middle layers (transverse lay-
ers) without narrow side bonding. It cur-
rently measures up to 2.95 × 16m. CLT 
solid wood panels are made up of several 
layers and are available in different panel 
thicknesses depending on structural re-
quirements.
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London based international design-led 
dRMM is renowned for its work with wood 
architecture, has a long history of innova-
tion in building projects that include CLT. It 
was amongst the first in the UK to use the 
material and the use of engineered timber 
is encouraged throughout the practice as 
a means of reducing the carbon footprint of 
buildings whilst enhancing the internal char-
acteristics of its projects.


